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judge executive Wade White and my 
colleagues in the Kentucky and Ten-
nessee congressional delegations to put 
a stop to this government interference. 
We introduced legislation to prevent 
the Army Corps from robbing our fish-
ers and anglers of this beloved pastime 
and damaging this key component of 
the local economy. The measure passed 
with overwhelming support and was 
signed into law. It has been successful, 
but its provisions are set to expire 
soon. 

That is why I worked with Chairman 
BARRASSO, Ranking Member CARPER, 
and the committee to secure a new 
5-year extension of the Freedom to 
Fish Act in this year’s water infra-
structure bill. It is just another 
achievement among the many victories 
this bill will deliver for communities 
across the country. 

I am grateful to the supporters of 
this legislation, such as the National 
League of Cities and the National 
Rural Water Association, and the bi-
partisan coalition of Senators who 
worked to craft it. I look forward to 
the committee’s vote today and to sup-
porting this bill once it reaches the 
Senate floor. 

f 

JOB GROWTH 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Now, Madam 
President, one final matter. This week, 
survey data showed that more Ameri-
cans say it is a good time to find a 
quality job than at any point in the 
last 17 years. 

Let me say that again. More Ameri-
cans say it is a good time to find a 
quality job than at any point in the 
last 17 years. 

Under President Obama, this number 
got as low as 8 percent. It never broke 
50 percent during his administration, 
but today 67 percent of Americans say 
it is a good time to find a quality job. 

Optimism has taken off for all groups 
since this President was elected and 
the Republican Congress was sworn in, 
but the injection of new hope has been 
felt the most among working-class 
Americans. This is a major distinction 
between the economic policies Demo-
crats spent years putting in place and 
the new approach this Republican gov-
ernment has taken. 

For nearly a decade, Democrats fol-
lowed the standard liberal playbook: 
tax more, regulate more, and pile up 
more money and power right here in 
Washington. They cracked down on 
American businesses, imposed one new 
regulation after another, and looked to 
the Federal Government to pick win-
ners and losers. 

It is a familiar, old set of ideas. Here 
is what it produces: an economy that 
works very well for a few but leaves 
many more behind. 

The Obama era was just fine for our 
Nation’s biggest coastal cities. Rough-
ly, three-quarters of all the new jobs 
created between 2010 and 2016 poured 
into the country’s largest metropolitan 
areas, but outside of these places, taxes 

and regulations created an anti-busi-
ness climate that hurt American man-
ufacturing, American coal commu-
nities, and small- and medium-sized 
businesses throughout our country. 

So Republicans charted a new course. 
We understand that middle-class fami-
lies know how to spend their own 
money better than the government; 
that American workers thrive when 
American job creators are expanding, 
hiring, and raising wages. We passed 
once-in-a-generation tax relief for 
American families and small busi-
nesses and are working at every turn to 
roll back runaway regulations. The re-
sult is an economic comeback that is 
reaching all kinds of communities, not 
just a favored few. 

A record-high percentage of Amer-
ican manufacturers have said they 
have a positive economic outlook for 
their enterprises. Rural communities 
outpaced everywhere else in relative 
job creation last year. The total 
amount spent on employee compensa-
tion grew faster in 2017 than in any cal-
endar year under President Obama. 

This is what happens when Repub-
licans implement a pro-growth, pro-op-
portunity agenda that gets Washington 
out of the way. Everyone shares in the 
prosperity. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Dana Baiocco, 
of Ohio, to be a Commissioner of the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
for a term of seven years from October 
27, 2017. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The as-
sistant Democratic leader. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SANTA FE HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last 
Friday, America watched in horror as 
the news story broke of yet another 
school shooting, this time at Santa Fe 
High School in Texas. 

Eight students and two teachers were 
fatally shot. Thirteen victims were 

wounded in another devastating trag-
edy. The alleged gunman was a student 
who came into the school with his par-
ents’ shotgun and handgun and used 
them to commit mass murder. 

Of course, we grieve for the families 
and victims in Santa Fe, and, of 
course, we are grateful for first re-
sponders who ran toward the sound of 
gunfire. But let’s be honest—the shoot-
ing in Santa Fe High was, by one 
count, the 22nd school shooting in 
America this year. We are in the 21st 
week of this year. We have had more 
than one school shooting a week in the 
United States of America. America’s 
schoolchildren, sadly, now go to school 
expecting that there will be a shooter 
on the premises. 

After the Santa Fe High School 
shooting, a reporter interviewed a stu-
dent named Paige Curry at the school. 
The reporter asked: ‘‘Was there a part 
of you that was like, this isn’t real, 
this could not happen at my school?’’ 

Paige Curry replied: ‘‘There wasn’t.’’ 
When the reporter asked why so, she 

said: ‘‘It’s been happening everywhere. 
I’ve always felt it would eventually 
happen here too.’’ 

Can you imagine we have reached 
this point in America if that is how 
many of our Nation’s high schoolers 
think? Sadly, in Paige Curry’s case, 
she was right. Her school was the tar-
get last week. 

On Sunday, the New York Times 
posted an article titled ‘‘New Reality 
for High School Students: Calculating 
the Risk of Getting Shot.’’ 

The article discussed how students 
across America, from Iowa to Okla-
homa, from Illinois to Mississippi, 
from Seattle to New York, are now 
forced to go through their day planning 
what they would do if the shooting 
starts in their school. 

The article quotes one student, a 
sophomore in a New York high school, 
describing how vulnerable her desks 
were in each class where she sat. 

She started making mental calcula-
tions about when the gunman came to 
the door whether she would be in the 
line of fire. She said her English class 
is the safest class for her each day be-
cause it is down a hallway, and it 
makes it hard for the shooter to find it, 
but her math class makes her particu-
larly vulnerable because she said she 
sits in the second desk in the second 
row in a direct path from the door. The 
student, whose name is Emily 
Rubenstein, said: 

It’s like the front lines of a war. Being 
seated in front of the classroom could be 
what makes you live and what makes you 
die. 

It is not just high schoolers who 
think this way; my 6-year-old grand-
daughter came home and told her mom 
recently that she had been warned that 
if there is a shooter in the school—she 
is a first-grader—if there is a shooter 
in the school, stay away from the win-
dows and get down on the floor as 
quickly as possible. 

Is there any sane person in America 
who thinks our kids should be going 
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